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and more looting in our surrounding neighborhood. We also heard of a possible hostage situation not far from the hospital. Our department is a crucial neighborhood resource, and we needed to be open to treat injuries as well as acute medical emergencies.
"The Sun Always Rises" During the night, we saw patients with every imaginable complaint. Some with injuries came in angry. Some came in laughing after being tased by the police. One lady openly admitted to looting and came in with an injury she sustained during her activities. Another woman came in to be treated for injuries she sustained while trying to discipline her own daughter after she had looted.
One thing that kept us going was an old saying from residency, "the sun always rises." Thankfully, that morning was no different. As the sun rose, most of us believed we had experienced something that we would never forget, and the immediate threat had subsided.
That morning, the National Guard (Baltimore, Maryland USA) troops arrived to support the hospital. Troops stood in a show of force in the same spot where just previously our own hospital security risked their safety to protect us.
In the light of day, we saw the city we love start to come back to life. Neighborhood families gathered in the streets to clean, and citizens urged that this violence needs to stop. While the final repercussions of the Baltimore riots are yet to be determined, for our department and staff, it brought us closer together and made us stronger than ever before.
